HUNGRY CANYONS ALLIANCE

Spring 2007 Floods

Eighteen (18) western Iowa counties were declared eligible for
federal disaster assistance due to severe rains in May which caused
flooding and stream channel damage, endangering or destroying
county infrastructure. This was the worst flood to hit western Iowa
since 1993. The damage due to flooding was exacerbated by the
highly erodible loess soils found throughout-the counties.

FEMA, NRCS, the Hungry Canyons Alliance, and the counties
" have all seen evidence that grade control structures have directly

_reduced flood damage costs and FEMA/EWP claims, as shown in
numerous instances following the flooding in May. The vast
majority of grade control structures were undamaged, and
infrastructure protected by grade control structures had no damage.
A small proportion of these grade control structures also suffered
damages during the flooding, however, the damages to these
structures are minimal compared to the total loss of our bridges that
may have resulied without these grade control structures.

- The Need for Additional HCA Funding

While the federal disaster declaration provided funding for

 repairs of damage to a large portion of our needs through FEMA, the
scope of this help is limited to 1) within the right-of-way of our
county roads and highways, 2) can only return the damaged
components to pre-storm conditions, and 3) did not provide funding
for the construction of new grade control structures. Because of this,
western lowa counties requested federal funding for the repair of
damages, and to build new grade control structures to protect county

- infrastructure, by submitting over 200 damage survey reports totaling

“nearly $8,000,000 in damages to the Emergency Watershed
Protection (EWP) program of the USDA-NRCS.

However, the federal government has not appropriated any funds
to the EWP program, leaving the Hungry Canyons Alliance (HCA)
as the only entity with any funds to help the countics through this
time of crisis. The HCA program can 1) address damages outside of
the right-of-way, 2) if need be, renovate a site beyond the pre-storm
conditions, such as when an existing erosion control site has not
adequately solved the erosion problem but new techniques have
since been learned to enhance performance of the original erosion
comtrol design, and 3) provide funding for the canstruction of new

. grade conirol structures,

Examples of damages caused during May
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